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A THIRD MEXICAN SPECIES OF GENUCHINUS 

(Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae) 

Edwin C. Van Dyke 

California Academy of Sciences, San Francisco 

Genuchinus grandis Van Dyke, new species 

Black, subopaque, feebly shining, without maculations and without con¬ 
spicuous punctures above except on basal portion of scutellum. Head with 
front very minutely and sparsely, indistinctly punctured, the general surface 
alutaceous; clypeal margin broadly, evenly arcuate and reflexed, shining, 
feebly asperate laterally, and slightly elevated at middle. Prothorax narrowly 
constricted at apex, producing small right-angled front angles, sides diverging 
from front to middle, thence almost straight or feebly converging to the 
broadly rounded hind angles; base somewhat bilobed, side margin narrow in 
front, broader behind and continuing along the base but interrupted at 
middle; disc without impressions except a vague median longitudinal groove 
near base, practically impunctate, a few very minute, scattered punctures 
only observable. Scutellum large, somewhat depressed at base and coarsely 
punctured, acutely prolonged backwards and with a well-marked median 
longitudinal carina at apex. Elytra a third broader than prothorax and two 
and a fourth times as long; shoulders well rounded; sides feebly sinuate 
behind humeri, thence somewhat arcuate and a bit narrowed to well rounded 
apices; disc flat, subopaque or slightly shining with a few minute scattered 
punctures (only observable under high magnification) and with sides feebly 
wrinkled at middle third, pygidium with a few scattered shallow punctures; 
pro-pygidium finely and transversely rugose and with a small impression at 
middle of its hind margin. Undersurface: submentum large, transverse in 
front, rounded at sides, a bit pointed behind and with sides irregularly 
elevated; metasternum shallowly, umbilicately and irregularly punctured; all 
femora rather coarsely punctured, front tibia with a well defined tooth beyond 
middle of outer margin, and apex pointed and the four posterior tibiae each 
with a small, sharp spur at middle. Length 23 mm., breadth 9 mm. 

Holotype, a unique specimen collected at La Mesa de la Puer- 
cos, 8,000 ft. alt., 12 miles west of Yahualica, Jalisco, Mexico, 
Aug. 10, 1950, by Andrew Brown, and by him kindly presented to 
the California Academy of Sciences. This fine species differs from 
the two previously described Mexican species, G. V-notatus West- 
wood and G. velutinus Westwood, by being almost twice as large, 
of a uniform black color, more or less smooth above, without 
maculations and without conspicuous punctures above. 


